
We hope that your last year was peaceful and
prosperous, and that 2008 will be even more so.

I would like to take this opportunity to update you
on recent developments at UC.

There has been great excitement in recent months
surrounding Tata Group. Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS) is establishing the North American software
development hub in Cincinnati. TCS has purchased
a large suburban campus and plans to employ more
than 1,000 within three years. The University of
Cincinnati was a major factor in the choice of
location. TCS personnel are now visiting UC regularly,
and will start recruiting in earnest in 2008. We expect
that the greatest impact will be on opportunities for
students and graduates from programs in Computer
Science (College of Engineering), Information
Systems (College of Business) and Information
Technology (College of Applied Science). However,
we also anticipate a social impact as TCS has
pledged its interest in sponsoring a number of on
campus cultural events and academic activities.
These are interesting times since until recently TATA
was virtually unknown in the States. Now, TATA will
be a major employer and who knows, may soon
purchase Jaguar Motors.

This year, UC has been sequentially rolling out an
online database called UCosmic – Cincinnati Online
System for Managing International Collaboration.
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UCosmic is our attempt to gradually map all of our
activities around the world. I encourage you to visit
UCosmic at www.uc.edu/international/cosmic.
Search on India and you will see wonders! Once in
the India page, you can see the institutions where
our many Indian graduate students received their
prior degrees (click Graduate Student Feeder
Institutions). You will see that for our most recent
year, we received students who had attended 58
different Indian universities, many of which are top
ranked. For the past two years, the University of
Mumbai, University of Pune, Anna University, National
Institute of Technology Karnataka, Jawaharlal Nehru
Technological University and Birla Institute of
Technology have been top source institutions. Please
explore UCosmic and you will find our faculty’s
research activities of particular interest.

It is obvious that UC continues to be a very popular
destination among India students. During 2007, 153
new students from India began their studies here,
bringing the overall population of Indian students to
699. As many of you know, historically UC has
predominantly drawn graduate students from India.
We have recently started to focus on greater
internationalization of our undergraduate population.
In 2007, we had 7 Indian freshmen start at UC, up
from only 2 in 2006. Of course, these numbers do not
reflect the very large number of American-born
Indian students who already grace our halls. We
hope that this trend continues. You can encourage
your friends and colleagues to consider UC for their
(or their children’s) undergraduate studies.

We are very proud of our many alumni in India and
are pleased with the continued development of your
association. We are working to further assist your
development and want you to know that our doors
and ears are always open.

Dr. Mitch Leventhal
Vice Provost International

University of Cincinnati

Greetings from the University of Cincinnati!





Get Active with UC India Alumni Association!

Sadananda Konchady
43/3 Guruprasad Coop Hsg. Society Ltd.
24 Bund Garden Rd., Pune - 411001, India
Tel: 0091-20-26122152, Mob.: 9890300101

Sadananda Konchady, MS'77

I was a grad student at UC during the
seventies and graduated with the
degrees --
M.S. (Ch.E.), M. B. A. (during 1975-1979)

Once you volunteer, you become a community leader, get known
in your region, make friends, gain professional popularity through
honing people skills, effective communication with stake holders
and media.

The Pune group has been pioneer. They have successfully
organized approximately a dozen (alumni and family) meets.
It was well reported in Times of India. We thank
Mr. Sadananda Konchady and Supriya Nene at Pune for
their initiative.

I was at the University of Cincinnati's
MS programme in Architecture from
1996-98. It was very exciting to study in
the new DAAP building (done in the
"deconstructive" style of Architecture)
for two years, designed by a very well
known Architect Peter Eisenman. I had
a chance to interact with the Architect

himself. It was an experience of a lifetime. In fact, during
the period of two years at the UC, I got to see many new
buildings, within and around the campus, designed by
Master Architects, such as Michael Graves, Zaha Hadid,
Frank O'Gehry and many more. The UC campus was better
than heaven for a student of Architecture. I wish I had
recorded each and everyday of my being in the campus.

Supriya Nene,  MSAR '98

Supriya Nene
GKKSSA Consultants Pvt. Ltd.
Pune, India
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The active chapters of the association are in Pune and
Bangalore.  The Pune chapter of the association had its
annual meet on Jan. 27, 2008.

Dr.  Howard Tolley, Professor in Political Science from the
University of Cincinnati was the chief guest.   He is well
known for his work in international human rights and has
studied the Indian Constitution extensively.  During his visit
to Pune this time he gave a workshop on the efforts by human
rights organisations as well as the US government supported
campaign to prevent sex trafficking in India.

Among the well-known Indian alumni are
Vinod Dham, who is known as the “Father
of the Pentium Chip” and Dinesh Keskar
from Boeing Corporation.

Presently Tata Consultancy Services is
contributing by collaborating in developing
a research center at the university.

The University of Cincinnati is particularly
interested in recruiting top undergraduate
students. Top students are encouraged
to apply for the UC Global Scholarship
which can result in a significant tuition
fee reduction. Similar fellowships are
available to selected postgraduate
students.

UC is among the top 25 public research universities in the
US, with an endowment in excess of US$1 billion.   Today the
university has identified nine centres of excellence:

Nanotechnology, Computation Science, Neuroscience, Urban
Environmental Health and Sustainability, Advanced Fuels,
Imaging and Sensing, Cancer, Metabolic Disease, and
Cardiopulmonary Science.

Vinod Dham

Dinesh Keskar

In India today, University of Cincinnati trained graduates are
working as architects, engineers, IT professionals, and
business entrepreneurs in well-known companies like

GE Aviation, Tatas, Apollo Hospitals, Maya Praxis, Praj
Industries, and GKKSSA Consultants.

Source: Dimple Mittal, Architect Principal
Maya PRAXIS design architecture

www.mayapraxis.com

become a comfortable home to us, helping us nurture an
award-winning practice in architecture and interior design.
You can see our work at www.mayapraxis.com

We started the maya
PRAXIS design studio in
Bangalore in 2001 after
returning from the USA.
After graduating from UC
with an MS in Architecture
in 1997-98, we worked for
architecture firms in the
SF Bay Area.  Both of us
received our B. Arch from
the School of Planning and
Architecture, New Delhi.
Today, Bangalore has

Vijay Narnapatti & Dimple Mittal

Success Story



ARCHITECTS AND PLANNERS
The UC trained M Arch’s are in successful professional
practice in Bangalore (Vijay Narnapatti & Dimple Mittal,
dimple@mayapraxis.com), Delhi (Sudipto Ghosh,
sudiptoghosh@sghosh.com), Pune (Supriya Nene
sdnene@yahoo.com) & IIT Kharagpore  (Dr. Arif Merchant
merchant@arp.iitkgp.ernet.in).

DRUG DISCOVERY:
Dr. Nimish Vacharajan is Vice President of Tata’s Advinus
in BANGALORE & PUNE.
(nimish.vachharajani@advinus.com  )

AVIATION
Peeyush Bishnoi works in Bangalore for GE
Aviation:formerly Aircraft Engines.
(peeyush.bishnoi@geind.ge.com)

SURGERY
Dr Kumaresh Krishnamurthy is with Apollo; he is a
specialist for treating Head skull injury. Currently Senior
Consultant in ENT and Head and Neck cancer surgery,
Apollo Hospitals, Bangalore.

One of the very few in this country with these qualifications
and the only one in Bangalore with two fellowships
especially Neurotology from USA
(drkumaresh@drkumaresh.com).

MANAGEMENT
Sadanand Konchady is Vice President of Praj Industries,
(skonchady@gmail.com)

Dr. Sitasaran Singh in Chairman of GLOBAL REACH,
(sitasaran@globalreach.in)

GOVERNMENT
Lakshmi Krishnaswamy, Government of Karnataka.
(candades@hotmail.com)

IT INDUSTRY
Rohit Kanaglekar, (rohit.kanaglekar@gmail.com)
KaujalgiVinayak, (vkaujalgi@yahoo.com)

ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANT
Satyadev Sreerangachar, Environmental Consultant.
hbs29@rediffmail.com

Three students are back from study in India - at that country's
premiere architecture school. Lauran Drown, John Hooper
and Ashley Koger were the first DAAP students to participate
in the exchange with India's Center for Environmental
Planning and Technology, but they won't be the last.

For years, University of Cincinnati architecture and interior
design students have studied in Copenhagen and Rome as
part of established exchanges with programs and schools
in Europe. And now, students have the opportunity to similarly
study in India.

New Exchange Allows for
Study in India

DAAP's Aarati Kanekar, left, and architecture student Lauran Drown discuss Lauran's recent
exchange experience in India.

Fourth-year architecture students Lauran Drown, John
Hooper and Ashley Koger all recently returned from study
at India's premiere architecture program located at the
Center for Environmental Planning and Technology in
Ahmedabad, India. They were the first College of Design,
Architecture, Art, and Planning students to travel to (and
around) India as part of an ongoing exchange by Aarati
Kanekar, associate professor of architecture.

Drown, 22, of Monroeville, Ohio, explained that she was
eager for this chance to study abroad. "I'd never been outside
the United States before, and I definitely wanted an
international experience as part of my college career," she
said.

And that's how she recently found herself in India for four
months. However, according to Kanekar, the exchange
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The nation’s 2008 scorecard for design programs has just
been posted. In the 9th year of annual surveys of hundreds
of professional firms and organizations that hire architecture,
interior design and industrial design graduates, UC’s College
of Design, Architecture, Art, and Planning (DAAP) programs
are again ranked highly by the country’s leading firms. A
summary of how UC placed in the annual employer poll,
conducted by the design Futures Council and the journal
Design Intelligence, gauged the schools that best prepare
students for professional practice.

UC pulls rank again!
UC Interior Design is #1 in the Nation
UC Industrial Design #2 in the Nation
Architecture #5 in the Nation

DAAP’s newly expanded Rapid Prototyping Center
The newly expanded 4,000 square-foot Rapid Prototyping
Center makes possible complex, professional product
models for student projects. During the final weeks of any
academic quarter, the Rapid Prototyping Center operates
at full capacity. It’s not unusual for Scott Lincoln, center
manager, to log 96 hours on the job as students rush their
projects to completion. The center can produce full-car
models, gears, wheels and just about any conceivable
design.

UC Alumni Reunion – May 16-18, 2008 – Save the date!
The University of Cincinnati Alumni Association offers
Bearcat graduates the unique opportunity to reconnect
with the UC alumni family. This is your chance to celebrate
your alma mater, reminisce with old friends, and rediscover
UC. Save the date now for this spring's Alumni Weekend!
Up-to-date info will be posted at
http://www.alumni.uc.edu/events/Alumni_Weekend.html

Join Our Alumni Network
A great way to find and connect with old classmates and other UC alumni
is through http://www.alumni.uc.edu/records/inCircle.html. It's free to
all UC alumni!

New DAAP Website
Coming soon - a new DAAP website (http://www.daap.uc.edu/).
Check back often to see what's new!

And for all the students involved - American and Indian - the
opportunities for travel and study are unlike what is available
in their home cultures. For instance, Drown not only studied
standard architecture fare in India - enrolling in an
architecture studio, a mass housing course and a modern
architecture history course - but also took a course in textile
weaving...something she would not have been able to take
at DAAP.

And because of the strength and warmth of the time spent
in India, Hooper has extended his personal travel list for his
life. He stated, "I'll go to Europe when I'm older. But for right
now, my travel list has grown exponentially in terms of more
unusual places I'd like to travel to." That list includes such
out-of-the-way countries as Mongolia...and, of course, back
to India.

program in future years will extend to a full six months,
encompassing winter and spring quarters. She stated, "It's
important that we provide students the chance to study and
work in both India and China. Both are global growth centers
increasing in importance in terms of economics. These first
three students to go abroad were testing the system we'd
set in place. The next students to go will stay for a longer
period of time and not only study at CEPT but have work
opportunities as well."

At the same time, Indian students enrolled at CEPT have
been coming to DAAP for classes. Four Indian students have
studied at DAAP, and more will come in the future.

Source:
University of Cincinnati-Ecurrents

It's been a challenging and satisfying year working
in the fuel ethanol industry worldwide
by using various feedstock’s in new process
schemes through the fermentation route.

Otherwise my role in the workplace as a chemical
engineer has become more challenging. There has
been a shift to the promotion of innovation and the
application of HAZOP safety
related practices in new projects by training and
encouraging young engineers. Expect
these topics are already being well covered at UC
in the current chemical engineering curriculum too.

Wish you a Very Happy and Successful New Year!

With best regards,
Sadananda Konchady



Snap Shots

3

1. Bangalore alumni Dr. Kumaresh Krishnamurthy with
Dr. Sitasaran Singh and Dr. Mitch Leventhal

2. Dr. Sitasaran Singh, Dr. Mitch Leventhal and Professor
Scott with Bangalore Alumni Dr. Nimish Vacharajani &
Dr. Kumaresh Krishnamurthy

3. Architect Supriya Nene (Pune Alumni) with
Dr. Sitasaran and Professor Howard Tolley (UC)

4. Dr. Sitasaran, Professor Howard with Pune alumni
Sadanand Konchady & Vinayak Kaujalgi

5. Pune meet 2008
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University of Cincinnati India Alumni Association

UC Information Stall
at Career Fair, New Delhi

6. UC’s Vice Provost International Dr. Mitch Leventhal with Pune
alumni Sadanand Konchady, Vinayak Kaujalgi, Binod Duggar
and Dr.Sitasaran

7. Dr. Mitch Leventhal with UC India Alumni
8. PUNE ALUMNI meet 2007 (Supriya Nene, Sadanand Konchady,

Dr. Mitch Leventhal, Dr. Sitasaran, Binod Duggar,
Rohit Gondhalekar and Vinayak Kaujalgi
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